From Molecular Biology to Human Therapies:
 Strategies, Challenges and Opportunities
April 20 and 21, 2009

The Beckman Center, University of California, Irvine campus

Created through a collaboration between the University of California, Irvine, the Food & Drug Administration, and the United States Pharmacopeia, this inaugural symposium aims to showcase strong academic science in key disease-related areas as well as to highlight innovative strategies and solutions that might help solve some of these baffling disorders.  Academics and industry alike will come together to learn from each other in the hopes of forming mutually beneficial partnerships that will ultimately benefit the greater community.  
Each morning session will feature a keynote address as well as presentations on key disease-related areas.  The afternoon sessions will be broken up into smaller sessions that will feature interesting technologies and innovations aimed at attacking the challenges of treating these types of disorders.  Poster sessions will be available throughout the conference as well as two networking receptions.  
Agenda

Monday, April 20, 2009

7:30 – 8:00am

Registration and Continental Breakfast

8-8:30am

Welcome remarks by reps from UC Irvine, USP & FDA
8:30-9:30am
Keynote Presentation: FDA Safety Initiatives & QbD for Biopharmaceuticals, Dr. Steve Kozlowski, Director, Office of Biotechnology Products, FDA 
9:30-10:30am
Alzheimer’s Disease presentation – Dr. Frank LaFerla, Director, Institute for Brain Aging & Dementia, UC Irvine
10:30-10:45am
Break

10:45-11:45am
Autoimmune Disorders presentation – Dr. Thomas Lane, Professor, Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, UC Irvine 
11:45-1:00pm

Lunch and poster sessions

1-2:00pm

Break-out session #1 (participants will have a choice of 3 panels to attend)

Panel #1:  Novel technologies in drug synthesis 

Speakers:  Dr. Sheryl Tsai, Associate Professor, Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, UC Irvine; Dr. Andrej Luptak , Assistant Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences, UC Irvine



Panel #2:  Counterfeit/Dangerous Drugs 

Speakers: Dr. Mahtab Jafari, Assistant Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences, UC Irvine; Tom Savage, Senior Coordinator of FDA Pharmaceutical Sciences; Fred Fricke, Director of FDA’s Forensic Chemistry Center 
Panel #3:  Comprehensive strategies in implementing multi-site NIR technologies

Speaker:  Dr. Guoxiang Chen, Senior Scientist, Department of Product & Process Development, Amgen
2-3:00pm

Break-out session #2 (participants will have a choice of 3 panels to attend)




Panel #1:  Rational drug design

Speakers:  Dr. Thomas Poulos, Professor, Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, UC Irvine; Dr. Richard Silverman, John Evans Professor of Chemistry, Northwestern University; Andrew Tasker, Medicinal Chemistry, Amgen 



Panel #2:  Novel drug delivery systems
Speakers:  Dr. Marc Madou, Chancellor’s Professor, Biomedical Engineering, UC Irvine; Dr. Zhibin Guan, Professor, Chemistry, UC Irvine; & Dr. Martin Unverdorben, B. Braun Medical 



Panel #3:  Membrane based primary recovery process for perfusion





Speaker:  Dr. Paul Wu, Bayer Healthcare, Berkeley
3-3:15pm

Break

3:15-4:15pm

Break-out session #3 (participants will have a choice of 3 panels to attend)

Panel #1: Visualizing Immunological and Neurobiological Systems

Speakers: Dr. Karina Cramer, Associate Professor, Neurobiology & Behavior, UC Irvine; Dr. Michael Cahalan, Chairman, Physiology & Biophysics, UC Irvine; Dr. Bruce Tromberg, Director, Beckman Laser Institute, UC Irvine

Panel #2:  From structure to functionality
Speakers: Dr. Celia Goulding, Assistant Professor, Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, UC Irvine; Dr. Ed Robinson, Professor of Pathology, UC Irvine; & Dr. Ali Al-Hakim, Senior Chemist, Office of New Drugs & Quality Assessment, FDA 
Panel #3:  Application of biovigilant instantaneous microbial detection system for real time environmental monitoring

Speaker:  Dr. Vishvesh Bhupathiraju, Bayer Healthcare Berkeley
4:15-5:00pm
Summary Session, leader from each break-out session will summarize key features of each panel discussion for all participants
5:00pm

Wine & Cheese networking reception and poster sessions

Tuesday, April 21, 2009
8-8:30am

Registration and Breakfast

8:30-9:30am
Keynote presentation: Compendial Challenges & Opportunities, Dr. Roger Williams, CEO, United States Pharmacopeia
9:30-10:30am
Cancer presentation – Dr. Marian Waterman, Vice Chair, Microbiology & Molecular Genetics, UC Irvine
10:30-10:45am
Break

10:45-11:45am
Stem Cell presentation – Drs. Peter Donovan and Hans Keirstead, Co-directors, Sue and Bill Gross Stem Cell Research Center, UC Irvine
11:45-1:00pm

Lunch and poster sessions

1-2:00pm

Break-out session #4 (participants will have a choice of 3 panels to attend)




Panel #1:  Vaccine development
Speakers: Dr. Charles Glabe, Professor, Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, UC Irvine; Dr. Alan Barbour, Professor, Microbiology & Molecular Genetics, UC Irvine; & Dr. Gary Fujii, CEO, Molecular Express 
Panel #2:  Targeted Drugs
Speakers: Dr. David Fruman, Associate Professor, Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, UC Irvine; Dr. Richard Chamberlin, Chair, Pharmaceutical Sciences, UC Irvine
Panel #3:  Mycoplasma PCR: method, validation & regulatory concerns

Speaker: Dr. David Asarnow, Bayer Healthcare Berkeley
2-3:00pm

Break-out session #5 (participants will have a choice of 3 panels to attend)




Panel #1:  GPCR drug targets

Speakers:  Dr. Rainer Reinscheid, Associate Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences, UC Irvine, Dr. Olivier Civell, Professor, Developmental & Cell Biology, UC Irvine; & Dr. Timothy Lovenberg, Johnson & Johnson (in process of confirming)
Panel #2:  Biomarkers 
Speakers: Dr. Edward Nelson, Associate Professor of Medicine, UC Irvine; Dr. Dan Mercola, Professor of Pathology, UC Irvine; & Dr. James Erickson, Bay Point Biosystems (in process of confirming)
Panel #3:  Sterile product risks associated with upstream mold recoveries

Speaker:  Randy Rarich, Bayer Healthcare Berkeley
3:00pm

Wrap-up summary session
3:30pm

End of Conference Reception and poster sessions
